FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS FOR VIRTUAL AAPL (“VAAPL”)
What is “VAAPL”?

VAAPL is a new AAPL Committee that was created in 2021 to help provide online learning for AAPL members during the course of the COVID-19 pandemic.  AAPL has recognized that providing ongoing online education represents a positive membership benefit and will continue to provide online education on a continuing basis.  The VAAPL Committee functions in a similar fashion as the AAPL Program Committee in soliciting, reviewing, approving, and scheduling educational activities. However, VAAPL functions to coordinate virtual educational experiences whereas the AAPL Program Committee functions to coordinate in-person educational experiences at the annual AAPL meeting. 

How do I decide whether I should submit my educational proposal for the annual in-person meeting or for VAAPL?
Where you submit your educational proposal is a personal choice and there are benefits of presenting in either format.  The in-person meeting may allow for more natural audience interaction whereas virtual presentations may allow a wider audience to attend as onsite registration and attendance is not required.  If you submit to one format and your submission is not accepted, then please consider submitting your proposal to the other format.  Fortunately, VAAPL will allow more of our members to present as there are a limited number of timeslots for presentations at the annual meeting.  As many outstanding submissions are often not accepted for the annual meeting, VAAPL provides an additional avenue for members to educate other members.

Who decides what submissions for VAAPL are selected?
VAAPL consists of committee members appointed by the AAPL President.  These committee members review all submissions in a process that parallels how the AAPL Program Committee reviews submissions for the annual meeting.  Committee members independently rate each submission and work with the VAAPL Chair and Education Committee in deciding which submissions best meet the needs of AAPL members and address identified learning gaps. 

What types of presentations are recommended for VAAPL?

VAAPL allows a wide variety of virtual presentations, ranging from panels, courses, town halls, and one-hour presentations from senior AAPL Members.  Because workshops typically require significant interaction between the instructor and audience, this format may be less conducive for VAAPL presentations.  
How often are VAAPL online presentations?  
VAAPL is striving to have at least two online educational opportunities a month. Therefore, the VAAPL committee will solicit, review, and select online submissions on an ongoing basis.  

Is there only one day of the week when VAAPL presentations can occur?
There is no particular date or time that a VAAPL presentation must occur.  Because these presentations are virtual, we ask those who submit to consider dates and times that may work best for our membership across the various time zones. 

Will I get CME’s for attending a VAAPL presentation?
Yes.  AAPL works with its accrediting organization to ensure its members receive CME’s and VAAPL follows the same process for awarding CMEs as conducted for the educational presentations at the annual meeting.

I am a member, where do I find my log in information?
Your log-in consists of the email address we have on file for you and your password is your membership ID#. Note: you will not be allowed to enter an abstract until you log in as a member. If you have any trouble logging in please contact the Executive Office at 800-331-1389 or by email at office@aapl.org. 
How do I send in my financial disclosure form?
The financial disclosure form can be downloaded from the website at www.aapl.org. Every author and their co-authors must complete a form for each presentation they are involved in.  This form can be mailed; faxed or emailed in a PDF to the Executive Office with an authentic signature (we do not accept typed or computer generated signatures). Submissions missing financial disclosure forms will not be reviewed or considered for a presentation at the meeting.

PLEASE NOTE:  
· Your title must be 60 characters or less, this includes spacing and punctuation.  

· Two references are required and should conform to the style of the Journal of American Academy of    Psychiatry and the Law.  

· Two questions must be submitted with multiple-choice answers. We do not accept true or false questions.  

· Once your abstract is in the “Submitted” stage you will not be allowed to go back into your submission to make changes.  
 

Additional questions?  Please contact the AAPL Executive Office at 800-331-1389 or by email at office@aapl.org.
 

